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RICl') is life fnr
. millions of I)CVI.j,,·

It is d cep ly
t'fnbcdlkd j" th,",
o u l t u r-a l h(~dtago of
thd,' suc iet ies, It is the
~l"pl" fo(}d for ruore
t ha n half of tilt' wor-ld's,
population. In As,ia
alo no. ,,>ore than:l,()QO
mill inn peopte oht;\in IiO
to "i0 pel' cent of t.hcir
r.~ilortc1' fruln rice and
its pro duc t s,

11 'i', lh,· mn~t rdP~dly
~!!'n\·l!h.:.~~"un:l.' »f !('md ~n

\11;('.1.' .1nd i.:, tlC siJ.!.nific~HH
~~nlll'lLl!~n' tl' t'>*H:1svcru Ib
ut ~Hl HWn\l:..:m,g numh.'r ,;r
h~\',lnc"mt.~ !~;:)t)(l·d't.,fl('il
~'i}~~nl:T:-

Hlt'i-- n.r,•.t'd pr<l(hwt HH:
:;) -:->tt'ni:-. ,Htd lh"'lt
<'~"':Od,11t·t! Ihll. t·h.,ln:\.'st
(HH}Lltion-;o: (~HH:d()v fHWdv

J :non lH d) «-n p;~t.pIe !~l

nH~Jt .inO~t:-::;' (If thi\'t,loping
nn,lntrIP;". About 50 per
U'itt of the \....·<trld':1 J·H.'~ b
~!Tj)\\,'f'l hv s-ntnll-scu lc
klll1H'I'~, rn 'luw-io('oml...· und
,k\.cl.)P~Hg UJU rH I·t(l~.

It f;'lJ~t)\>':" l.h.tt t·ffH'(I.,-'ni
~"d~d pnldw:tI\'c fU:C·I...lUN.::-d
nrndtH-.,tl;::m :o..:v~"'tt.\rni- iI"'~~

~·~!'entl.d fu;' t.'\·onfHl)l~
lh'\·~·h:"~Hn~n' .and for
!i.'npnn;("'{ 'lu(shty uf !:fe of
!t';U[ h ~)( th(; \vurld':;
pOlm~,! ti •.-u. J H1p'1',)vi!1~::th(~
PH)(tuuit;ilV oJ r!('« svstcms
~\••[J!d ('ont;'ibHtL" tho i'H.,n~t:.':
i'Lltfl(;ltwn. poverty
;~Ht,'\'utt>!n, nalwn.rt f'und
~l·I'Hn:.) .i rui ecouomir
tli:\I.'iupmL'nt

in Ch.tn._v ril'l~ is
bl'nlrnlll.~ the pn,:rl'~'r('<d
:-!-'I•.lpl\, ft;l' Hna! ~tHd urh:<.m
PI;pttL.\l H:m:". du<.,' Lo ~lS
.l\~HJab}ht,· :uld
n>n\t.'nlt'ra.:,l' bnput'tcti 110·

{'HfltrthlJt{·~> ~1L!nJrh:antf\" tu
(:h,lnn'< trade deliI'll. '

1L ~~ c;.:ti mar ed l hat
l ~han:1jnHH'rt~ over B:l0U
nU!!lOil \~'Hr\.h ()f rrce
"n"""ll- Th,' ~ff<·~t of
lht+.i1: in';pt>rt:-o. has hl<(JH thnt
tlH' pril.~.tJ and qllatity' of ~hH
HnjHH tt'd tiC\.: diet.Hle the
price ••'" loca lly produced
~'ICC

('H,.r~nt!~·, ahtlul (iO per
L'('nt or the total f~ee-
IH"Q<h,l('iion in Gh'ana i~
fl'i/l'\) tilt· t h rco nort hcrn
n't!it)!l:-O;o( the eounh:.." l~h:-l.·
grown in t h('?:'L" Hl"L)It~ is
•...(,1'\ dr\ c t h:lf\'e${ and
'. a'l,!>' ""'IT hirth
iH~t'Cl.'nt•.'~t.' i·f hl'oken Rl'~;ln
ifrni!l ...·d I'HW

(·pn3"<jlh·nth', H i~ lIslwl
pr;,H,"ll('e to pn 1110)1 th\.' dt:c
to i!1..!1~lL!11:;'1· the ~tarch
"-\'ithin Ilw ~t~lit't ~o th~lt it
bl"{'om"~ 'hardcJ'. thu:.:::
t~'d'\h ing hn"';"1ka~~t} nn
n,lUtng ~~nd Ft..<nt!(·dn·$I it
l! :-<.. '"'U~("Pl ihk to iq7~L"{,·t

t!tl •...k do rq'e ~tor'J1~(>
jl!C .•••H~U,.... jlu(.Jw, .. h\ the
r ~ltJt,~ H'l';-:<~il teh lnsLnuw
,HHi h~ re.si.~.uTh U'(1i'tn0r~

lndi~alt't! ,hll' a rirotol,¥"p('
lJo)rbHll~n" '\'c,~er dc\tclOpco
tfor fwroollint! <.if paddy
net'. for tl'tlli in northcl'n
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•. Providing some relief to local farmers will boost the IQ<;:IJIproouetlo« ·0' rice and reaoce
imports, Photo.: Kokogm.com.

(;hclIla. has bucn well
recerved. since it mQn..~than
dO\ll,l<;ci the quantity {If

(m~jdy I'i('\: that" t'HH b~
}larboik'd rn II halch
t IOOk~L and reduced (he
~Hn{)U~)t·or\\'''lt£rused by~)
pel' cent. The qu"ntily .,f
ftUl1 u:-:'.t'(i "...-as ~'d:'19 lTi-chH'ed
by;'){1 pt!t' {'l:nL

Thl~ ...te~rcl has ..
(he...,r"r~, red""'crl much C)!"

tho dn...l'(l·!t~n' curre nt}v
,:nellumul'';;l by u", wor11<,;\
a nd rl'du'c.:d lhe:
rcqu rremcnt fvr wal("r ioJlld

l\.a<l Prn('e~snf:; fnuflfl 1he
pnldta:t fnJm the prototype
vp~.;:s('t rnOf() nt(:4~plabk'
than lll<lt from the
t rudtt 1011.1I Pf{)Cl':--~ as it

to pro\'ldo of1'portHnlt'c~ fOI'
\he cnfwm'C'IlHHH- ..,f rural
livelihoods

1'11.t.,., HH\."t.>n:~nWlll Dr
Ghana, tikI) mr •..·t
g'ovcrHUlCtlt:--- in the!
d","c]pping world. is
("onfl'untNI with the classic
[h1}i('Y dih.!mrnH I'Jf k(~t..·p}ng
pl"ict;~ low for pour
cons urocrs, while kl'epHl\:
them aa],;]f."tht(.~ to'
:m,dun·,·,. \V'll. IIW
lmp.h:.~:l\(>rH~ldon of
~trut"lufal ad:ju}.t~'ll.!:)t
pn.)~rtHnm(·~and. in HJ!},L
with the: WTO Ag"ectll""t
on Agrku1luf'('. \\hkh
provrdcd tI", b~~,. I",.
ruduced ~:o\,(1=rrun(~nl
intl~~'\'entiun and t rade_._"--_._"-"_._"_._.-_.-

IT is estimated that Ghana
imports over $100 million worth
of rice annually. The effect of
these imports has been that the
price and quality of the imported
rice dictate the price of locally
produced rice.
\\,;l~ of a more lItlifoq'l\
colour. had 1",,", broken
~l'nil1 and 'I,!"'H$of a H\Of(;.!

.•.uxt.."'ptabte f1~l'QU r
Ad~ll)t.ltiun~ Wen: also

m.t\t.h .• h) ~~H'fi(" of Uw llIini
rin' H:'iiH':,-: eurrumlv in U1H,~

1£1 nonhern Gh·anu to
inrlud« .h.pirutar!\ t!J

in1fJ:f'v\OL' t h c nt~Ht!d rice
qu •.llit..\ ll.l ('nmmand ~,
higlwr mnrkn pric~. 'I'h.is
~nno'\'-ati()n also clirnirwt.c-d
the drudgery '1(1d lim(-
~pt'nt h~' th(· \WlnlCn
pl'ot'e~~f)r~ in \V.it1l10'Nin-J.,;

ric:w .tfU,·r rniUing
C~,s"n.\ntl}, thu Fo~)(~

~tt·~e:)l':"'h !'1~.i;.t'f~) .tnd H~
n':---t·;tn,h !J.Htn(·r:-: ~lno

Utlcie'rlaKlne U prowcl t(l

nromok the Icchn(,loi!lcs
i.jevcltlpod ,uHi "L~iI
d'$~Nnin"t(' kn{lwl,'.d/(,· of
improved ric~ p(.J~t ....
PI'QduCl,"n and nwrkctint{
~'slcmsin "ul"lh~rnCh.lIlll

1ibcrulisauon, unportation
of rice intt) the countrv
have .',,~um(!d "'nku[
dinl(:rh ..d(}ni~ wh« ..h h:t\'~
impacted ne~ati\'cl':f tin

IO<\ll ;-it~t·production.
l!n(kr tit() n ew

HllcrH!H i.;r};ii~ If'<)(.h,,

{,IT'I.'lf(IHIl.'u.:uL \"<.~ld(~ tt'au,,'
in nCt4 is l·xpanding
~tntH!!h·. v.,;th J gro'w.ng
nurllbc·r 01' {'()untl'i(:-~
re!yntg un impQrt~ III f'liQ(.\t

t.J-H,;,lf clnn11~'f'.1 it .nt>eds~
(Hwna b('lng a cb~~i('
CA.J.H;r~k·.

While the ;'c'1",fits of the
!r'~q!l' hpv('

"'jd\n~\ HI no'
In\p.w\f>c... ;tnd urban
cu:1~umt.\r~ tn t:n~"bang
i.hl.'nl h~ bt)t r~l('l~ !.H. lowt.:-:t
pril't~s •. rnu('~h ()( Uw i}nHll
hus bee" bonl<' bv till!
~rnaH. poor ft&rmers 1n the
('urnl com'munttlt!s. \\<ho
kIck lh •.• satHr netts and

income a ss ist ance
progrumrnes nva ilable to
their counterparts in the
dt..'\~'lop~dcountries.

Ghana 15 now
confronted wi t h lilt.!
chullenge of keep' ng
abreast of t he tr",j~
i}ben.iisati(Ml momentum
to ft'.1t> the bcnelit s
:I:$svdnt('d \ltJth .l mono
offici •.'nl ailoc;'J,"" of
I'e~uurecs. ~.....hHr' (tbo
pl+onding son\t.: {dh}\'I;'ltion
ltI th~ pHV;hl t>f ~!nall
produce. '.

Th,~ Food j{'I$NH'ch
1nst it ute LInde!' tlw DFHl
~p[).ns{>red 'l pmjed. on.
,.r::llh~tnclng I'll,~;}t
livoiiho<H,b thl"llugh " I't'W

coaliuon fllTHJ1~!(!n1('nt fill-

lhf~ dit:":stuni-natioH nf
improved rice 1)(>,1.
producuon and m,,,'kctin~
echtn>JQgics in i':ul'tJwm

Ch,.oa" and produced five
tra~n'ing munuuls l'uvvdng
!;'(!lH/i>~.lry tht.; requirements
of rice qt,,,I;t)", the I'ok (If

farmers, pnrhoile •.~,
n',[Hers hod marketers.
f!!l"ly ngneu\tund

L'xten~ion ;~gcnt.:s (,:\EAti~
wert. trained· in improved
post [wod uction oracriccs
(HHJ they ·h"V(l itl 1urn ,
b(,·(.·fl 'tra.it,ln.~ the f,~rruers.
processors and millers that
t hr-v ure In t,.'1)f1t;H't with,
The P"~l"ct on Hit" whole
tnun.·d :l;){1 pDr'bollt·n;, It)O
fnrmcrs and 1(lit wumcn to
t he m'IlH1f!pUll'flt of t h•.
1 &,O(}O t fee ".>('elli ng.-
supplit!d w lh~m to !(I'OW ""

,,·t)<)dlot, to I'r",·'(k fw']
\\'0\)0 Ihl' flUruoili nr:,

fnrwvut.lDrt s••'~t(!nl:; fhy'
pos!.h,,"V(·Sl jl,:"ctiec,; fot·
parUolit'il •.ie." in !lo"thl'l'l1
<~hanu dlsscrnin •.H •.~d Lo
t~l.nth..'1~ and ptl.~'-\.'.ri,~t.H~
••;.,.1 the t.frl'ct,~ 5,;; d~i..'
:1,.,,,t"Lnol~.ii'!'!"' ~tl1d pr.l.{.·tlU.::-o
Hn tht~ H'-'t~]lbn{)d;-::. I}" tar£t:t
h(~nl~fidarie,~ cv:~luat{~d
indicnt<)d slgnltieuol
improvements in th,'
livelihuod!; of tafllet
bonet1dll des.


