CSIR-FRI/MP/MJT/2005/001

The Brunt of Rice Imports — A Case for the
Development of Local Rice Production.

A Feature Article: The Daily Graphic ISSN: 0855-1529
May 25, 2005.

Manful J. T. and Yawson R. M.




*

W bW A e W o e W

iy e SV

S

X e SRR, A

The brunt of rice

imports

By J. T. Manful
& R, M. Yawson
(CE s hife  for
millions of people.
It s deeply
cmbedded in the
cultural  heritage  of
their societies. It is the
staple food for more
than half of the world's
population.,  In  Asis
alone, more than 2,000
milliog people obtain 88
to 70 per cent of their
calories from rice and
its products.
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* A case for the dev. of

Chana, has  been well
received, sinee (t more than
doubled the guantity of
praddy  rice that ean be
parbatled tn a  batrh
100kgy,  and reduced the
smount of water used by 25
poy cent, The {;xmsmnf of
waedd was adso reduced
v 50 per cont
This vessel bas,
therefore, re qu(ed much of
ihv drudgeny  curcently
encruntored by the swomis
and redueed the
requirement for water and
fucl Proce s found the
product from the prafotype

vessel  mere  aecopluble
than that {rom the
traditional process as #

to provide epporiunities for
the eshancement of rural

fivelthomis

The  government  of
Ghana, ke 05t
gevernments in the
developing  world, is

confronted with the classic
palicy dilemes of Kevping

prices  low ar  poar
consumers, while keeping
them artractive to
praducers With the
timplementation of

structaral adjustment
programmes and, in 1884,
with the WTO Agreement
on  Agricsituce,  which
provided the basis lor
reduced gevernment
intervention  and  lrade
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is estimated that Ghana

imports over $100 million worth
of rice annually. The effect of
these imports has been that the
price and quality of the imported
rice dictate the price of locally

produced rice.
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was of a more uniform
colour, hud I broken
geatrs and was of @ more

acceptable flaveur
Adaptations were alss
made Lo some of the mini
rive mills currently in use
it npovthern  Ghuana  ie
include  aspirstors o
tmpreve the milled nee
guality 1o command @
higher market rmf This
inttovagion wlso clindnated
the drudgery and time
speat by the woamen
PTOCESSOrS I winnowing

rice after mitling
Food
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sreh soed s
rexeareh Barinoey: are
underiaking 8 prawel to
promete the technologivcs
develaped and wlsn
disseminate knewledie of
improved riee posts
production and marketing
systems in noarthern Ghana
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Liberalisate imporiation
of rice inte ithe tountry
have  assumed  coriticsl
dimensions  which have
impaecied negatively on
local rive p*xxduﬁm:a
Under ihe
ibernntionasd
snenl.

new
traddy
waorld  trade

expangding
strongly, 4 growing
mm%in 'F { count
redving woim ports to moet
their domestic needs,
Ghana  being 2 classic
'.:Eu(u:;sixi‘.
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anek urban
CORRLTNOrs Dy enaduang
them 1o buy rwe at lower
JE‘i!‘Mi much of the brunt
L;&s been borne by the
small, poor farmers in the
rural communilics, whe
Back the safety nets and

local rice productzon

- Providing some relief to local farmers will baost the local pdd!mn of rice and reduce
imports. Pholo: Kokogm.cont,

intome assistante
programmes available o
Lhmr counterparts in the
deviloped countrivs,

is N
confronted with the
challenge  of  keeping
abreast  of  the  trade
Bheralisabion momoentum
te  rveap the Lbesefits

associated with & moere
efficient  allocation  of
vespurews,  while  also

providing some alleviation

ts the plight of small
producers.

The  Food  Research
Tostitute under the DEID
sponsored & preject oa

“Enbhancing rursi
fivelthoads thraugh a new
coalition arrangement for
the dissemination  of
improved rick post-
production uand muarketing
umhrznief.,w' in- Northern
Ghana” and produced five
training mandals covering
generally the wqwm BEUIEY
of rice guality, the role of
farmuors parbeilers,
mitlors nnd marketers.
Forty agricultural
extenston agents (ABEAs)
were tmmcd in improved
post productiom practices
and they have o turn,
been trioning the farmers,

processoers and millers that
thoy

are i contaet with.
The project on the whele
e 204 pa
farmers and 100 women in
the muanagemoent of the
185,000  tree  zeedlings
supplied to them to grow as
woodlots o provide fuel
wood for parbothing.
Innovation systems for
posi-harvest practices for
parbotied rice in northern
(hana dmsu*\&isnwrj Lo
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o the hvelibs fd‘\
beneficlaries
ineivated
improvemenis  in
livelihoods of
benefieiaries.
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